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About the project

WILDCARD is an EU-funded project
unveiling the contribution of two
major rewilding approaches to solving
the climate and biodiversity crises:
setting aside formerly managed
forests (proforestation) and the
natural rewilding of abandoned
agricultural land.

What is rewilding?

Rewilding is about letting nature

do the job of repairing degraded

and damaged ecosystems. It's about
reinstating processes that would have
occurred in the absence of human
activity, such as natural vegetation
succession.

The goal is to create self-sustaining
and wilder natural areas that support
a wide range of native plants, animals
and microorganisms, thus reversing
the potential negative impacts of
intensive human management.

WILDCARD is
funded with €8,9
million by the European
Commission’s Horizon
Europe Programme and
€1,2 million by
the Swiss government



What we do

WILDCARD is identifying priority
areas where rewilding achieves
the most benefits for the climate,
biodiversity and society. We are,
for the first time, quantifying such
benefits at the European scale by
combining satellite and field data
from hundreds of locations.

We also work with local

stakeholders and decision-

makers to sow the seeds of social .
transformation through the

WILDCARD Rewilding Forum.

‘ Implemented

by 16 partners
in 9 European
countries



Our lines of work

Uncovering the future rewilding
hotspots of Europe

Assessing the effect of
proforestation on carbon and
biodiversity development

Assessing the effect of natural
rewilding of abandoned
agricultural land

Evaluating social preferences,
economic aspects and innovative
solutions

Stakeholder
engagement
and the
WILDCARD
Rewilding
Forum

Coordinated by
the University
of Udine,

in Italy

Running from

January 2024

. to December
2027
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Follow us
online!

¥ WILDCARD_EU
in WILDCARD project
@ wildcard-project.eu




