
Reveal ing  the 
contribut ion of rewilding 
to  the EU’s cl imate and 

biodivers ity goals



WILDCARD is  an EU-funded project 
unvei l ing the contr ibut ion of  two 
major rewi ld ing approaches to solv ing 
the c l imate and biodivers i ty  cr ises : 
set t ing as ide former ly  managed 
forests  (proforestat ion)  and the 
natura l  rewi ld ing of  abandoned 
agr icu l tura l  land.

Rewi ld ing is  about let t ing nature 
do the job of  repair ing degraded 
and damaged ecosystems.  I t ’s  about 
re instat ing processes that  would have 
occurred in the absence of  human 
act iv i ty,  such as natura l  vegetat ion 
success ion. 

The goal  i s  to create se l f-susta in ing 
and wi lder natura l  areas that  suppor t 
a wide range of  nat ive p lants ,  animals 
and microorganisms,  thus revers ing 
the potent ia l  negat ive impacts  of 
intens ive human management .

About the project

WILDCARD is 
funded with €8,9 

mil l ion  by the European 
Commission’s Horizon 

Europe Programme and 
€1,2 mil l ion  by 

the Swiss government

What is rewilding?



WILDCARD is  ident i f y ing pr ior i ty 
areas where rewi ld ing achieves 
the most  benef i ts  for  the c l imate, 
b iodivers i ty  and soc iety.  We are, 
for  the f i r s t  t ime,  quant i f y ing such 
benef i ts  at  the European sca le by 
combining sate l l i te  and f ie ld data 
f rom hundreds of  locat ions . 

We a lso work wi th local 
s takeholders and decis ion-
makers to sow the seeds of  soc ia l 
t ransformat ion through the 
WILDCARD Rewi ld ing Forum.

Implemented
 by 16  partners
 in 9  European 

countr ies

What we do



Running from 
January 2024 
to December 

2027

Uncover ing the future rewi ld ing 
hotspots of  Europe

Assess ing the ef fect  of 
proforestat ion on carbon and 
biodivers i ty  development

Assess ing the ef fect  of  natura l 
rewi ld ing of  abandoned 
agr icu l tura l  land

Evaluat ing soc ia l  preferences , 
economic aspects  and innovat ive 
solut ions

Stakeholder 
engagement 
and the 
WILDCARD 
Rewi ld ing 
Forum

Coordinated by 
the University 

of Udine , 
in I ta ly

Our lines of work



Our partners

hic sunt futura

VÚKOZ

Forest Research 
Institute Baden-
Württemberg



WILDCARD_EU 
WILDCARD project
wildcard-project.eu 

Follow us
online!


